
Nurturing care for drug-dependent newborns and their mothers 

PRESS RELEASE 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Spokane, Washington   March 10, 2021.     Maddie’s Place, a non-profit 501(c)3 corporation 

formed by a group of Spokane volunteers in 2018, today announced the recent acquisition of a 

12,000 square foot facility previously owned by Vanessa Behan Crisis Nursery.   Once licensed, the 

facility located at 1004 E. 8th Avenue, will become the first Pediatric Transitional Care Facility in 

the Region, the second such facility in the State and the fourth nationally.      The mission of 
Maddie’s Place is to treat drug-dependent infants in the crucial early months of life.   Many of

these infants suffer from withdrawal, or Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome (NAS).   Maddie’s

will serve as a transitional residence to facilitate a more thorough recovery for these 
infants. Maddie's Place will also provide support services for families throughout the first 
year.

The founder of Maddie’s Place, Tricia Hughes, has personally devoted herself to caring for
these infants over the past two decades.  An acute care nurse, Tricia has taken care of over 

twenty drug-affected children at home since moving to Spokane in 1999.   Five of those infants

were adopted by Tricia and her husband, Carey Hughes, including Maddie for whom the new 

non-profit and clinic has been named.    In regard to the new facility, Tricia stated that “It’s been 

my dream for years to create a safe, loving place where these innocent babies can receive 

the treatment and nurturing they need in that critical period that follows their discharge from

the hospital.   Maddie’s Place is the culmination of that dream.”   Tricia Hughes will serve as the 

Clinical Director for the new clinic overseeing a staff that includes 7 RNs and 17 trained care 

givers.  The clinic will employ 30 individuals.   Tricia stated that “We hope to have a soft start

this Summer and be fully operational by early Fall”. 

The closing of the purchase took place on December 30, 2020, with a purchase price 

of $1,250,000.    Shaun Cross, Chairman and President of Maddie’s Place, said it was a “win-win 

for two great organizations in the Region, both devoted to helping children”.   Cross said 

that $1 million was raised toward the purchase price of the facility stating that “it all 

happened over Zoom.   Most of the million dollars we raised came in over the last 3 months 

of the year.   We were totally overwhelmed with the incredible generosity of Spokane, even 

during a once in a century pandemic”.    Maddie’s major supporters include Excelsior 

Foundation, Premera Blue Cross, Avista Foundation, Washington Trust Bank, the Harriett 

Cheney Cowles Foundation, Empire Health Foundation, United Healthcare, Yokes Fresh 

Foods, Alliant Insurance, the Patrick Foundation, Kalispell Tribe and Lee & Hayes, PC.  

Cross said Maddie’s is still raising funds to complete the remodeling of the facility and for 

startup costs.   Cross said the Board of Maddie’s has designed the operations in a way that can 

be easily replicated throughout Eastern Washington and beyond. 



Dr. Ron Ilg, a longtime local neonatologist, will serve as Maddie’s Chief Medical Officer and Executive Director.  Looking at 

the local healthcare landscape, Dr. Ilg believes that “Maddie’s Place will fill a gap that exists in our support system for 

these infants, providing a safe environment where they can be treated and stabilized early in their journey”.   Dr. Ilg went 

on to say “right now many of these babies are falling between the cracks.   I think we can do a better job in our 

community.  Maddie’s is one small step toward dealing with the drug crisis we’re facing as a country and in our region.” 

Maddie’s Place will, once licensed and open for business, have the capacity to treat up to 200 infants per year, plus provide 

support services for their mothers.   It’s estimated more than 1,000 drug-dependent infants are born annually in Spokane, 

which represents more than 10% of all live births.   

Further information regarding Maddie’s Place can be found at www.maddiesplace.org or by contacting 

info@maddiesplace.org.     
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Media Contact List 

• Shaun Cross, President 
• Tricia Hughes, Clinical Director 
• Dr. Ron Ilg, Executive Director and Chief Medical Officer 
• Russ Branham, Director of Operations 
• Sammy Simpson, Administrative Assistant 
 
Shaun Cross 
shaun.cross@maddiesplace.org | 509-496-3753 
 
Tricia Hughes 
tricia.hughes@maddiesplace.org | 509-768-2806 
 
Dr. Ron Ilg 
ron.ilg@maddiesplace.org | 509-954-8852 
 
Russ Branham 
russell.branham@maddiesplace.org | 509-209-6261 
 
Sammy Simpson 
sammy.simpson@maddiesplace.org | 509-315-5146 (office phone) 
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